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Satire’s my weapon; but 2m too discreet 
To run a-muck and lilt at ali I mect, 


T oly wear tlin a land of fTectors, 
Thieves, Supercargoes, Sharpers, and Directors. Pore. 
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REVIEW OF THE PAST YEAR. 


i 
Think nothing Won, while aught remains to Wia : 
Think nothing done, while aught remains to do, 


—_——_— ~~ 


The hirclinzs of the svstem prefend to be gratined with 
whe contrast of tha commencement of the year that has pas- 
sed, and that upon which we now enter, On theif parts, this 
is but prefence. They would look placid to couceal the 
ehagrin that inwardly gnaws them to the heart. hey 
would borrow the look of angels tu hide their conscious dis. 
grace,—under a disappointment not less severe than that of 
fatcifer. when his madness urged to resist omnipotcace. Wh 
ARE REALLY GRATIFLED :—for the public cause has 
achieved a series of victories, which if the public are faith. 
ful to themselves, must be the basis of its final triumph. We 
look back on the transactions of the past year with tifinite 
delight. 1t will form an epoch in the history of our liser. 
ties :-—liberties so often assailed, and so often triumphaut ; 
but never before attacked by such a ruthless band of mer- 
cenaries—never before defended with more spirit and suc. 
cess. The sound of the clarion has been heard, and the 
spirits of our departed heroes have scen with pleasure that 
the rece af MAN is not extinct in Britain, 

Atthe commencement of last year all was tercor and alarm, 
This was disseminated amongst the people industrigualy by 
wen whose business it was to have dissipated the error, 
There can never exist any real cause for the PEOPLE of 
ENGLAND to be Warmed. Adarm is @ sensation that 
Mnglishmen ought to be asnamed to feel. Alarm is the 


sickly distracted chiid of cowardice, and is even worse than 
its parent. The coward may secure himself by timely 


light, but the adarwist is incapable of endeavouring to 
avoid the evil that he dreads. ‘The ministers were about to 
do something. Instead of a determined resolution that they 
Should do nothing against the laws, and contrary to the 
public weal, a great proportion of the people were only 
anxious to huow what the ministers would condescend to 
leaye undone—what of our dzbertics should be spared us— 
What of our rights we should hold at their good-will and 
pleasure, They took advantage of the confusion, which 
they wished, but which they could mot have ercated, if the | 





 destee UM pee deuted, 


people Lad been caim, and their advisers courageous, and 
enersede. ‘Tha Press was armed in favor of Reform toa 
lt was the power of a Briarcus, 
we brandined a huvodred thousand arms, aud spoke 
with more than half a nullton voiecs. The agents of the 
corrupd system trembled ta their dark recesses—the hour 
of retribution seemed at land:—sud a reviving na- 
ion seemed about to be invested with the fall sovereignty 
of a brave and geuerees people. he ariizan, the 
peasant} all ranks, atl classes were expeetant of that 
timely reform, which preventing the necessity of revolution, 
woulkl also prevent the horrors inseparable from anarchy, 
and the political convulsions originating in despair, As the 
parched carth sighs for the expected shower that hovers on 
the brow of the mountain ia the sultry nova of summer, did 
the nation pat forthe refreshing dew of radical reform. fe 
anpeared to be ivevitabie, Corraption had been driven 
fromevery argument. She had only the bayonet left her, 
aad it would bave dropped from the hand which had been 
asked tu raise it against a British heart. Irorce, open force, 
Was an experiment too dangerous to be venturcd upon—it 
had recoiled by fore too heavily on the heads of those who 
bad dared fo advise it, Stratagem was the only weapon 
left, and strafezem succeeded. A threat, a mere threat! 
fe Pell ie uot in’ Gath! Proslaim it not ti the streets of 
Ascaion !?? A toere threat of suspending tho-e laws, which 
it should have been banishment or death for a minister wan. 
touly to touch, produced a general alarm! ** Tke ministers 
*s will suspend the Habeas Corpus Act! Good God! 
“' Crracious Heaven! What shall we do! What shall we 
** do to be saved! Eternal oblivion light on that moment 
of our history ;—or, if that recurd of our shame must stain 
the annals of ourage, as itawakens the blush of our children, 
may it ins;ire them with resolution to avoid a similar dis. 
grace. °* What shonld we do, indeed !? What did our 
forefathers, before the Tabeas Corpus Act was enacted ? 
Did the Habeas Corpus Act produce the spirit of freedom 2 
or Was it vot au cinanation of that spirit?) ‘That which pro. 
duced, should have defended it-- the public voice, so terrible 
to tyramuny, wien uniled and firm -se contemetible when 
alarmed, distracted, and divided. ‘he moment was lost. 
The hand which held the press telaxed—those who had 
been called to the combat of veform felt a panic sitcalin 

throval their ranks. Theip fears because the strength of the 
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enemy—their terror became the shield and faulchion of cor. 
ruption. Our foes assumed a courage, which should have 
been ours in reality, and without skill, obtained an easy 
triumph. That which they would not have dared to whisper 
eyon in their most secret conclave, had the people been 
wnited, they boldly uttered in the face of day, and insulted 
truth aud humanity, by the atrocity of their career. Death 
and vengeance were in their mouths—in their intentions 
—the cloud appeared ready to burst, and the sweeping 
tempest threatened to blast the approaching harvest 
of reform and liberty! The sons of corruption became 
giants in their own estimation, ‘Chey would have scized 
the thunderbolt but it was too mighty for their pigmy grasp. 
‘They would have snatched the lightning, but its fervour has 
pierced them to the inmost core. Nothing seemed too ex- 
tensive for their wishes. Nothing too difficult for them to 
accomplish against the freedom of the people. Alarm, is, 
uufortunately, avery transient fecling ; to a brave people, 
tt must be always te ~~: The sudden appearance of a 
reptile, the fai! tug of a leaf, may starile the unexpecting 
mind: and at such a moment, very inferior strength might 
obtain an easy advantage. One moment was seized to de- 
stroy, but the next was employed i in endeavouring to reco. 
ver our rights. The people rallied. There were found 
hearis bold enough to brand the usurpation in its proper 
coluurs, to cal! again upon the nation to defend itself; and 
corruption, with all her power, and with ail her advantages 
trembied inher turn. Still her tone was lofty, and her arts 
were deeply employed. At that moment commenced our 
tabours:—and it is with pride that we boast of having 
formed one of those points round which have rallied the 


broken, but not discouraged soldiers of reform, One 
of the first questions which we felt it our duty to 
put to the administration was this;—‘** Will they be 


** satisfied with our toil, as slaves, or must we bleed to ap. 
** pease their hatred of ‘the cause of liberty and reform ??— 

what their wishes were, may be judged from their conduct. 
‘Treason was on foot—treason had entered the state—but that 
treason was azainsl the people—and net committed by them. 


Gun the people commit treason ? assuredly net. Butit 
may be,—it has becn committed against them. Pcaceable 


meetings were goaded into riot.—Iunocent men were torn 
from their families, thrown into prisons, and even loaded 
with irons! insulted, abused, and even sfruck by brutal 
gavlers!* Spics were employed, were hired to find treason, 
or to make it;—the people were calumniated as rebels, 
because they demanded, justice ;—and slandered as madmen, 
because they proclaimed the evils ander which they labour. 
ed. The press was assailed in every possible way. The 
libel laws were had recourse to in all their rigour to intimi. 
date and to destrey the little energy that might remain in 
the bosoins of those who were disposed to resist the kik 
tions thal were cvery where rising up **to enslave us deeper, 


The advocates of that essential measure, the purification of 


the house of commons, were branded with every reproaculs) 





nt ¥ 





* The case of Mellor and Pilling, one of the most disgraceful abuses 
oflaw, that ever occurred in any country willbe laid before the pul 
in an early number, 
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epithet that knavery could invent, or that hypocrisy could 
teach to fools ! 

Dungeons were already in requisition, for those not alrea. 
dy seized, and the cry of ‘* bloed,’’ only waited the signa} 
from those who wished it, to ring throughout England and 
Scotland, as it once rung through the desolated distriets of 
Ireland. The same system was organized—the same hounds 
were in the scent—Reynolds found rivals that were eager 
to out-Iferod Herod in the chace, but happily for England, 
the coolness of her temperament saved her trom the fever 
in which it was vainly hoped that her libertics would perish, 
Who stopped the treason? Who exposed the traitors? 
Who exposed the infernal system that was at work agains¢ 
the general good?) Vhe ministry? No! They had other 
employment, It was the PEOPLE, the calumniated peo. 
ple! The PRESS, the licentious press, that stayed the 
hand of secret assassination, and forced an appeal to those 


laws, which had yet escaped the general wreck. From 
the secret counctt, whence the arch fiend Oliver, went 


with the blasphemous benediction of outraged heaven upon 
his Journey, the press pursued, detected him in-all his wind. 
ings, and traced him at last to his employers, and held them 
also up to the reward they merited. And though misery 
was in one lamentable instance made his prey, and the sacri- 
fice was performed with all imaginable solemnity, the farce 
was predominant over the tragedy, anda nation blushed at 
the execution of what was absurdly called netéonal jus. 
tice! 

The prospect now every where brightened; the PEO. 
PILE awoke to a due sense of their own importance, and of 
their own power. Corruption was again re mnatery attack. 
ed in her tampering with the form of trial, and her attemps 
to reduce juries to a dependance on the Crown. liere she 
was indecd vulnerable, and has received aiortal wound, 
Suspending laws will not now ayail—she must SUSPEND 
JURTES, before Englishmen can be punished for opposing 
her. To enact dad las will not avail her—honest juries 
will not recognize, will not acknowledge them, She musié 
DISPENSE WITH LAW altogether, and assume, if she 
Jare, the avowed and undisguised form of DUSPOTIC 
POWER! There is nv other means cf reducing English. 
men to slaves :—and this is ameans that we think not even 
modern audacity will dare to propose. If it should be 
proposed the answer iaay be easily predicted. ‘The most 
lnkewarm will then awake—the coldest will feel-aniima wre 
the wisest will direct, and the bravest will putin foree the 
resolution that in such a case will become incn who know the 
worth of liberty. 


It may be rationally hoped, that our persecutors will now 
suffer us to repose—that they have felt the impossibility of 
reducing England to the state of [reland,—and that they 


vill repent of their conduct while there is yettime, But 


this must not lull us into a false security. Our trininphs 
are only valuable, as they stimulate our exertion, We have 
not extricated ourselves from the »labyrinth of taxation, and 


| profligate expenditure—we have only escaped being throwa 
down the precipice of despair. Ou course is before us, 
but the road is difficult. We resemble a benighted traveller 


in athick forest. We have escaped the snares set for us by 
the political banditti, Castles, Oliver and their friends 5-- 
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bat we may have yet some way lo travel ; 
others in our path. We must tread firm ly, but slowly, and 
cautiously. We are reproached with rashness, because we 
afc wished to be rash. Our enemies would destroy our 
temper, that they might take advantage of our folly. This 
must be avoided. ‘The object aimed at, par lidmentary 


reform towers at a distance like a gigantic pyramid. It 


cannot be removed. It cannot be destroy ed. Let us 
walk right on. At whatever distance, it will direct our 
steps ; and as to the difficulties that would impede our pro- 
gress, patience, aud perseverance must remove them aii. 
What has been recently achieved by ove man. should teach 
a nation the folly of despairing. What time has effected, 
what the last year has brought forth, should demonstrate 
what apparently insurmountable obstacics are removed by 
the mere lapse of time. Let it not however be understood 
thatthe prudence, the caution, recommended, is that cold 
calculation which prostitutes the name. It is always pru. 
dent to goas far as we can. No advantage should be lost, 
No opportunity given to our enemies to recover any portion 
of that which they havelost. Public opinion is the weapon 
they most dread. This should be every where embodied 
against them and their system. They should be every 
Where painted in their proper colours, and their system sct 
in its true light. Wherever this is done, every unpreju- 
diced, every unfettered mind will recoil with horror from 
the pictures; and though interest may for a moment stitle 
the veice, it cannot destroy the conviction. Let the events 
of the last year be always before us, as the most useful 
monitors, the most conspicuous beacons. Steady resistance 
to oppression always renders it contemptible. Who but must | 
laugh at the result of all that clamour about rebellion and 
frcason, under cover of which outcry it was only intehded 
to aim a mortal blow at the liberty of the country, What 
: mouse of folly has the mountain of villatry brought 
orth! 


The real object of all the ministerlal clamour was doubt. | 
css to prevent the consideration of the question of reform. 
This is the specire that continually haunts every cabinet 
minister, pensioner, and placeman, Jhey dread it more 
than Macbeth did the ghost of Banquo:—for they know, 
althouch it has more ‘* than twenty gashes on its head,” 
that none of them are morta! ;—and what is still werse, 
they feel their inability to give ‘it one that shall be mortal. 
There is no knight amongst them can effect its destruction. 
It rises in their way at every step, and laughs at all 
their impotent endeavours to destroy it, It mantles 
in the picus cup of Sidmouth :—it mixes with the * feast of 
reason and the flow of sonl,’? while Canning and Castle. 
reagh assist to drown all remembrance of the Walcheren ex. 
pedition, and Lisbon. It is to be regretted thatit never can 
pass the porter at a certain house ;--for surely reform if it 
could obtain admittance, would be a welcome guest! It is 
our business to spread its influence in the /ozwe? “walks of life, 
as they are most impertinently called ; although if Dice 
were lozliness, the lower walk s of life would give that tithe 
to the self- styled highest. Vhen all shall be instructed in 
their rights—when cve ry man shall be put in posession 
of the title deeds of that invaluable and unalienable estate, 


a. 


and there may be | his rights will be called to a sfrict. 





hisdiberty, the unjust stowards—tho treasouable usurpers of | 


with its abuses, 


: ts 


but rational account, 
Having lost our birth-right by our folly, we must pursue if 
with our reason, not with our revenge, We must retrieve 

the estate, that our children may not sufler by our negli. 
gence :—we must blush for the weakness which occasioned 
our diilicuities too much to revenge if upon those who havo 
taken an ungencrous advantage of our confidence. Yet if 
we would not punish them for what they have done, we 
must not, if we can help it, suffer them to do more such mis- 
chief, They must surrender their usurpation, and we will 
snppress the indignation we have entertained for our un- 
merited injuries, 

We cannot close this article without referring to the 
steady perseverance in the cause of reform which has been 
evidenced in Scotland. The borough system there is fal. 
ling to pieces from its own corruption, It can hold toge- 
ther no longer. ‘The people will not identify themselves 
They will not defray the expenses of a 
system only calculated to rivet chains round their necks. 
And as thereis nothing to be done without the pe op le’s MONEY, 
let them but close the purse, and the purpose is effectually 
accomplished. It is truc that oppression has held it so long 
open, and keptits hand in so firmly, that some difliculty may 
arise in compelling it to let goits hold. Still the task may 
be accomplished :—and this done, the business is effectually 
compleated. Nothing in our system can move without 
money. It is almost a query whether Lord Castlereagh 
would continue a minister for nothing cven now, after 
he has received so much more than all his services can be 
worth. And any gambler would take the odds against Mr 
Canning continuing in office five miuutes after a communi. 
cation that he must serve gratuitously. Lord Sidmouth, 
indeed, pour Pamour dieu, as the 'rench say, might devote 
the Sunday gratis to his ministerial dulies, and this would 
give him sufficient opportunity for incarceration, if he were 
industrious. Andif Mr. Vansittart were obliged to carn 
his living as clerk to a private individual, instead of Lord 
Castleroagh, perhaps he might devote, out of pure patriots 
ism, a few extra hours to devise schemes of paying off the 
debt, as his part of the contribution for that purpose. But 
this is all, positively all, that without money could in any 
conscience be expected. Our Scotch friends have therefore 
taken the most eflectual step to obtain their object. As for 
representation they are not mocked with it. There is ne 
such thing in Scotland. They cannot therefore so core 
rectly pray for the reformation of what does not exist, 
They must alter their present system altogether ; and estae 
blish something at least Uéke an interference of the people be 
such cases. This can only be doue, by restricting the exe 
travagauce of the litle despots that preside in every 
borough. Make the places not worth having :—~oblige them 
to support their dignity at their own capence—and the 
whole race will shortly disappear at their owa volun- 
tary will, They will net condescend to govern without 
being paid for it, and being well paid too; and those who 
are insensible to their merits will be properly punished Ly 
the loss of their services, 

The morning ef reform appears. The preceding night 
has been dark and tempestuous. Destruction has threaten. 
ed us in the gloom, but by the friendly rays of an occasi« 
onal spalk of lightning, we bave yet shunned the abyss that 
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was gaping for us, Whether the day shall be clear, or 
otherways, let us steadfastly pursue our path, Dangers and 
difficultics shontd only stimulate our energies. Neither 
weak as children, nor timid as women, let ns approve our- 
selves MEN! Entrusted with the keeping of the IMAGE 
ef our MAKER, let us not dishonor it by any servile 
Yrostration of fourm, or degradation of character. Obedi- 
ent to reason and the Jaw, fet us disown all other obedi- 
ance; respecting those w ho administer the laws in justice, 
and temperlnug them with mercy ; and resistawg steadily and 
cahuly, all those innovations which good men would not 
attempt, and which bad men ought to be banished for at- 
tempting to introduce. 


—-o - ee os ee a nD 


TO CORRBSPONDENTS. 

‘The Title to the first volume, (which was completed by the last 
nuinber) will be dclivered next weeh, with a very copious Index, 
Dedication, &e. 

Tie Editor would be very happy to sec the gentleman who left the } 
information relative to Mr. € 
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LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF. 
— 
Krom the Diack Dwarf in London, to the Yellow Bonze at 
Japan. 


— - -~ 


MY FRIEND, 


The year has closed with this people, and the new one 
has commenced, and brought with it the usual attendants of 
time expected, hope, and fe ar, Anticipation is busy as to 
what may he, while memory lingers upon what has past. 
Under the dominion of which shall T address thee ? Shall I 
recapitulate my experience, or descant on the labyrinth 
whichis yet untrodden by the foot of man? I hesitate whe. 
ther L shall become the historian, or the prophet. ‘The pro. 
phet! alas, what pretensions have I to the spirit of pro. 
pheey? Lam no Bonze—unbleet that IT am, my head has 
never been anointed with the oil of divination ! LTuspiration 
has rot waved over me the magic of her influence ; nor have 
the sacred fingers of the great Lama removed the defect of 
nature, and made a mitred pricst of an unshaven dolt. In this 
degencrate age there are few blest with this sure evidence of 
a superior power. Even Géan/s, my friend, political Grlunts, 
prophecy in vain ;—yea, falsely do they prophecy!) How 
then should a pigmy of stature INtle, and with eyes less 
useful than the dim optics of a mole, presume to pry into 
futurity! No,—1 must uot presume to enter so immense a 
ficld, where every mound would prevent me from seeing 
any thing beyond it. When the giant statue of an Ajax, 
and the piercing eye of an Achilles, are bent and rise in vain, 
the Icast spark of modesty must impel me to be silent, and 
te lide my dimibahed heat, Ft was predicted of me, my 


j unprotecte ad by the great. 





friend, that at a peried when the rough blast of winter ren. 
ders an ordivary habitation scarcely a fence againct the 
rigor of the season, I should be taken wider the especial 
protection of my greal friends s and be safe i hve. ged in 
a mansion pe rfectly secure against the reiterated attacks of 
the boisterous elements. [I was to be hovored with a safe 
asylum, from whenee [ mi ight hear without danger of devas. 
tations and perilous escapes—of Crovernors Gener al and 
their families being buried in the ruins of their falling 
houses ;—of soldiers, brave soldiers being scattered by the 
winds of heaven :—of shipwrecks, of baitles, of murder, 
and of sudden deaths, “¢ by the Visitation of God,’—whilse 
I shoald be perfectly secure from such events, and from such 
tntrision.—The good wishes that proimpte ‘d such a bencvo. 
lent prophecy, are entitled tomy best thanks—to my erati- 
tude. But, alas! the prophet was mist: aken, and f am 
wiserably disappointed in my hopes of sach protect ton, Lam 
left still to shift for myself, still left to herd among my fellow. 
men, and to be exposed to all the dangers of humanity, when 
Tamin a still worse condition, 
Trusting to the acknowledged genius of the prophet, ¥ have 
neglecte d to provide my self, as 7 might have done. Said I ta 
mysclf, shall I purchase appare) for the winter, when I 
| shall have no need of it? Shall I remove from my airy sum. 
ner habitation, where the wind whistles so musically 
through crevices, which are as serviceable as so many 
Kolian harps, to nll my slumbers, or to alleviate the fervour 
of the mid-day sun, encreased by its action upon the slated 
rafters of my aspiring dwelling ? There is no occasion for 
such an unnecessary demand upon my slender purse. I shall 
be provided for. I know that aa dzfentfion exists of pro- 
viding for a// my wants: and I am assured by an authority 
almost equal to that which entertains such an intention, 
that the gracious purpose will be carried into eflect, 
I could not doubt at once, my own senses, and the 
prophecy of Mr. Cobbett. I therefore sat down oa 
the comfortable assurance, that the administration of 
this country, the excellent ruters of the Jand would let 
me want for nothing—no, not even for their own personaéd 
good offices, I believed they would use tieir kind endea- 
vours with the judges to obtain for mea secure and per- 
manent residence, in this country, notwithstanding lama 
stranger and an alien in the me tre; valis, dow miserably 
then am I disappointed, to find th: it the winter is arrived— 
that 1 am robed in the threadbare garments of my summor. 
day—that { am exposed tothe chill air that no longer sing: 
to the zephyrs as they pass, but which rudely forces oper 
my half-latched door, and almost tears down the lattice of 
my window, as if the want of glass had not Iecft it ar 
entrance sufliciently incommodious to me, How shill Icom. 
fort myself under the weight of my calamities ? how shall I 
recommend myseif and my misericvs to the protection of the 
great ? 

Yet mental sufferings, my friend is aware, are more acule 
than those of the body. I heed not the rude wind, or ihe 
want of clothing, so much as the Zose of my friends, Tlave 
[ offended the grave guardians of my helpless infancy in this 
country, that they regard me no lonzer with an eye of hind. 
ness—with a look of pity. IT was once an foe tof theii 
special regard, ‘Pheg noticed me when unknown thee 
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introduced me to the people at large—they gave mea certi- 
ticate of merit—they curolled my humble title in the lists of 
fame—and have they now deserted me! Have I been, 
uncousciously, ungrafcful for their favors? Have [ever 
furgot them? Heaven is my witness, I have not. T have 
borne frequent and willing testimony to all their merits. I 
have repeated, often repeated, that in this world, there is 
no possible reward for their goodness ;—that it is only in 
another they can be properly disposed of ;—that only aa 
almighty power can make them an adequate return for their 
favours to this nation, to me, and to all men!!! This | 
have everywhere said—this [ have everywhere written. 
They are, my friend, they are tvo good for earth ;— an 
apothe osis is the only possible method of acknowkedging 
their great, their iranscendanut merits. And can | have 
incurred their displeasure, with such an ardent zeal iu their 
favor, with such a disposition to be grateful for all thet 
obligations. I fear [T have. I fear lest I should have in. 
curred the guilt of ingratitude to the most virtuous of mane 
kind. 7 fear that my uncourtly education has fixed the 
arrow where [meant to infuse dahu, and pained the bosoms, 
the heavenly bosoms, to which T would have gladly sung the 
requiem of cferna/ peace! ow shall L atone for the un- 
wittuig error? Can they forgive the misconception ofa 
stranger? Surely they will not hold out enmity with me 
forever!!! LT feel they will not. The golden gates of 
repentance are open to me, and to all men. Several of 
those who bave been imprisoned here for the dreadful sedition 
of speaking truth, and loving reform, have been gencrously 
liberated by them. Que by one have they been -_ slipet 
out of their continement :—and so might they all be. F they 
wonld repent them of such ervors, and faith full y pronise tu 
sain that way no more. Surely thea there is hope fer me, 

{who have not had merit enough to keep in their favor 
may regain it. J will live on that pleasant hope; and oh! 
nay some guardian angel teach me what prayer may be 
acceptable to the cabinet, and gracious in the eyes of the 
servants of the crown, IT have some reason to believe, (or 
rather | should have some reason to believe. but that the 
ministers are chrisiians) that fam punished for the sins of 
another—that I} have lost my sérong place,* because ano- 
ther for whom the same favor was designed, most obstivately 
resisted the good iatentions of the minister. ‘They em- 
ployed their especial servant, (who by the bye, has no 
wasters!) to resommend “ey very str onely to the Bord 
Chief Justice, who is the heever of all the sfrong places: 
and the Lord Chief Justice, as strongly recor sented him 
to the persons whose assent was necessary to his admission, 
Would’st thou believe such folly could exist? ‘The man 
raved as if mead, swore he did not want the place! refused 


Om eee 





* [In this country places are the general pursuit. But there area 
variety Of places. The ministers get great places—ihe cle rey get snug 
paces—the minions get sinccure places—the wise get bad places—and 
the good pet none. Being a particular favortile, or rather having been 
ene, IT wasto have had a strong place. IT do net kuow whether it 
belong to the order of sinecnres or net. Lam teld there is rery Tittle to 
(O-—1eey ie even ty cnt f 





the place! and said that no wisé or honest man would give 
him such a place, forhe was quite weft for it?) What mad 
ness! what folly ! for a man thus to stand in the way of his 
own preferiient| and prefs trudging about in bad winterty 
weather at his own expence, wearing out his shoes, and 
being liable to take cold every minute cf his life; toa 
snug, safe, room, where he wData want nothing, or «ce 
nothing, which is the same thing, and be carefully locked 
up, every day, and every nicht, by his fre fends, who woud 
not willingly suffer the ‘** winds of heaven to visit bis 
face too roughly ' ‘To say that the man was not til for the 
place has nothing to da with the question, Itis a secret, 
hut [ do not mind telling it fo thee, that firce fourths of 
those who have places here are wot fe for from, Dut thet 
the places fit them very well, though they do not fit the 
places at all. ‘There have been Kis ‘sand Princes, that were 
only fit for tailors and watchwen—-there ave ministers whe 
ought to have’ been village barbess—archbisiiops wie had 
been more at home in the characters of jack. puddings —and 
judges who should only have played the parts ata theatre, 
ut what of that? though the places might have beenin 
better hands, the parties conld never have been in beltcs 
places, and it would have been silly iadced (o have vefusc@ 
the ‘places, because they were not fit for tiem! such non. 
sense is not tolerated ia high life. TT he only consideration 
isto get the place, not to be fit forit. Tac duties may be 
learnt; orif not, they can be discharged by deputy, oc not 
discharged at all. Tt is ail the same thing to placemen, 
provided the salary is regularly. received But the man 
(and his name [ inust telithee was tlow . that thou mayest 
always remember his folly) (hi. man positively? refused the 
place, swore he would not lave it. after his friends had 
taken such peins to obtain it for him: and almost cursed 
the judge, fur persisting in a most fricudly manner, that 
notwithstanding his extreme modesiy, he oughtan all con. 
science to have it! ‘This kindness euly curaged the man 
the more, ‘Thou hast seeu a coy maiden refuse te 
he clasped in the aris in’ which ehe louged to repose 
for ever. Thou hast seen the bashful bridegroom 
linger at the gates of the paradise in which his joys 
were scated—-thon hast thyself! declined the honours for 
which thy soul aniaree thou canst not formany con. 
ception of the modesty. the invine:bie modesty ofthis man, 
in proclaiming himself an uuwortiv candilate for the place 
de simcd him! thrice was it pressed npen tds acceptance ; 
and thrice did he most carnestly regect it. ‘The persens to 
whom he appealed, as honest and wise men, were compelled 
tosay he was unfit for the place, if ty e persisted in itso very 
violently. ‘Phey could net force it upou his acecptance 3 
they might not have enquired very stric le his qualiGea. 
(ions, af he had said nothing, but it would ied been crael 
in the extreme to force the man to be blest against his will. 
Thus did the man destroy his own interest—-thus did he 
become the barrier of his own greatness, and refuse a 
place, in which he might have even died ta creeit. A few 
charitable persons, who are sorry the man should have 
been so b'ind to his own interest, are endeavouring to ine! 
demnify him; and itis to be hoped, that all will contribute 
their mite. But the misfortune of the man is irreparabie. 


What can the people do for him, equal to what the ministers 
designed? ‘The most glorious of all destiti¢s was reserved 
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for him, if he had conducted himself well; he might even 
have aspired to the honours of martyrdom; for a wartyr 
was wanted, and he might have been that martyr!!! 

But why should I suffer for his obstiuacy 2?) Why should 
Mr. Cobbett be disappointed for his olistinacy? What 
have we in common with him, that we should share his pu- 
mishment. Is this even-handed justice? Did not Mr. 
Cobbett say L should be ¢aken care of? And was not I 
willing to be taken care of? Why then am I left te take 
eare of mysclf. Perhaps indeed my case may be considered 
hereafter. Butthis is not just. My old apparel aud my 


airy residence will do very wellin summer; and Mr. Cob- 


bett has been made to utter that which has not proved true! 
Heaven forfend however, that he should becr the blame! 
Yt is no fault of his! We pointed out the way so clear that 
he imagined it must be followed. Like aliberal masier he 
gave afree choice of expedients to me, while he gave the 
best apparent advice to them. ‘¢ f wasto weite in avery 
@casured strain,”? ‘This was crue] taunt. Wild, and er- 
fatic, and untutored as [ am, how can [ measure sen- 
¢ences, or sect any roughness of phrase to measures that 
Might suit a courtly sen. How can one nursed in the lap 
of liberty and poverty, aspire to the sfrains that only 
Southey, Coleridge, and Wordsworth breathe, from the 
refined stings of such heaven-taught lyres.* ** Measured 
, strain” indeed! Upon what homely standard should I 
measure—by the tailors yard, or metaphysically by the dis. 
tance between the suspeusiou of the Habeas Corpus Actand 
the shores of America. 

Then did Mr. Cobbett give me leave to goto America, 
the land of Jiberty and peace: but how should [ go there ? 
What onearth could induce me to leave a land where 1 
have been so kindly treated—when I am under so many 
Sbligationstosomany great men. No. Eagland! Tf can. 
not leave thee. I will live endeavouring to serve thee, and 
die blessing thee. Thou shalt be my country, since thy 
rulers are my friends! ‘The last, the last alternative was 
to be what Mr. Cobbett vulgarly calls ‘* in a gaol.’’ 
That in its old acceptation means a receptacle for common 
thieves ;—but figuratively it means the strong place of 
which [ told thee, and which he said was reserved for me. 
But, alas! thou scest he is every way mistaken. Like 
many great men, who are equally unfortunate, I am s¢i/ 
out of place; and howcan I repose any further confidence 
in the word of this great man, who has so ungenerously 
tantalised my humble expectations, Adieu! Pray for 


Thy well wishcr, 
Tue Brack Dwarr. 


a. ss — —~ — 


INTERCEPTED CORRESPONDENCE, 











PROCEEDINGS OF THE *S DEVILS OWN.” 


My dear Slop, 
Donbtless, your pious soul must have experienced 
great affliction, when the yenerable sages of the daw, (of 


oan 








—_— 


* As thou art nota proficient in English, it may be proper to say, that 
LYRES, and LiARS have no necessary affinity, though in thisand miauy 
otwer fustances they are nearly synopinmous. 


| which, according fo those oracles of iruth, the Athanastan 
Creed is a part) failed in their effort to fine and imprison 
Mr. //one, for having merely used the sacred diction of the 
Saint for exposing wickedness and folly ; because it is most 
evident, that wickedness or folly ought to reign triumphant, 
rather than that any diction, even resembling that employed 
by the Church, for the conversion of sinners, should be 
profaned fer eny such purpose, by persons not of the sacred 
order, 

But, my dear Doctor, the present motive to my writing, 
is, that you should apprise your friends, the ministers, of 
what, extraerdiuary as it may seem, I suspect may have 
been the cause of the failure; namely, that the Com. 
manider-in-Chief of that corps ef body-guard, whom the 
wags used to call the Devil’s own, in the critical moment 
for deciding between victory and defeat, had not calicd 
with sufficient fervour on the tutelary Saint of the professiea 
for his potent aid, 

How such omissions in devotion may frustrate the designs 
of the most pious priest, is well known in the Church, par. 
ticularly im that of Rome, from which we had the Creed in 
question. I speak of facts well known to all who haye at. 
tended mass at Naples. Thrice a year in that city the 
good priests exhibit the miracle ef liquifying the congcaled 
blood of St. Januarius. 

Of this precious blood a pious lady, at the martyrdom of 
the Saint, fourteen centuries ago, caught an ounce in a phial, 
in which it soon became solid ; but as often as it is brought by 
a priest within a certain distance of the head of Januarius, 
this same solid blood voaches for his title to saintship, by 
instantly becoming liquid, provided there te uo deficiency 
in three requisites, namely :—1, That certain preparatory 
ceremonies have been performed. 2. That, at the critical 
moment, the inward prayers of the priest to the saint 
have not wanted the requisite fervour, And 3. Provided 
no unbelievers be preeent, 


p As the priest, ina case of non-liquification, always pre- 


sumes the presence of unbelievers to be the cause, this he 
accordingly proclaims aloud, with a view toa clearing of 
the Church ; when woe to the heretics who should stand 
their ground. In fact, they all flee, that they may escape 
the fate of the martyred Saint. 

But if all be quiet, it reminds the Priest that his inward 
devotion to his patron Saint, has been rather too languid ; 
when au invocation of more than ordinary fervour soon 
molifies the offended patron, the solid blood instantly liqui- 
fies, and the miracle has an obvious effect in moderating the 
rage of Mount Vesuvius, for which end it is performed. 

On very extraordinary occasions, indeed, when the ir- 
ruptions of the burning mountain are more threatening 
than common, the Saint’s head is carried thitherward in 
solemn procession, with devout invocations, and a liturgy 
of repetitions in the true spirit of ais brother déihunasius ; 
after which, the rage of the Volcano is sure to abate, ae 
the madness of @ starving people infallibly subsides, when 
an Archbishop issues a fast service, having for its object a 
pacification of their turbulent stomachs. 

Now, my dear Slop, on a full consideration of the late 
mishap, as there was positive proof of the presence of a 
very great number of unbelievers in Athanasius, or of the 
sinfulness of using a diction like his for tho correction of 

















I3 THE BLACK DWARF. 14 


viee and folly, T must realiy giva up the hasty idea I had } 
entertained, of any deficiency on the part of the officiating 
Priest in his inward orisuns to the tatelary Sait he wor- 
ships. 

What then is to be cone for preventing in future like 
disasters? As clearing the Court, where too Jate, will 
not do, what think you of preventing any but the ortho. 
dox from enteringa Court? Scttiing these matters with 
closed duors, asin the Star-Chamber and Inquisition, seems 
tobe the best course. What think you? 

I perceive, my dear Siop, that LT have repeatedly spoken 
of the tutelary Saint of the gentlemen of the long robe, 
without being certain that you happen to know who that 
Saint is. For satis .ction on that head, I must refer you 
to an elaborate work of oue of that learned profession, en- 
titled, ** Lunomus, or Dialogues concerning the Laz and 
6 Gunstiftution of England by Edward J¥ynne, Esq., 
¢* Jate of the Loner Temple.’ 

In Vol. [. p. 140., you will find that “84. Evona, a 
‘famous lawyer of this country, in the days of our early 
‘¢ ancestors, was piqued for the honour of the robe, that 
‘* his profession had no Sant to patwonize it, where almost 
‘every othee employment had one.’—S* The physicians, 
‘she knew, had St. Luke; the champions had secured st. 
‘€ George to themselves: music and painting were not 
‘¢ without their tutelary Saint; but th: dewyers he found 
‘shad none. ‘The Pope, he, as a good catholic, was bound 
“to think, could help him out in this emergency ; so to | 
‘Rome he went, and requested his holiness to give the 
86 dauxyers of Biitain a patron,” 

The Calendar being crowded, the Pope could nof recol- 
lect asaint undisposed of. ** What could his holiness do?” 
for the sake of bis infSllibility, incapacity could uct he 
pleaded, and he was at aloss what to do. Here our author 





observes—‘* pressed by this diticulty, his holiness acted 
** like a good casuist. fle proposed to Evora, to go round! 
‘© the church of St. Jehu de Latcran, blindfold, and afte: 
*“ he had said so many ave marias, that the first saind he 
** Jaid hold of should be the ritish Lawyers patron, which 
“ the venerable Hvora willingly undertook. 

*€ Having finished his ave marias, laying hold of the first 
** image he came to, be cried out with joy-—THISLs OUR 
“SAINT! LET THIS BE OUR PATRON!” 

And who, think you, my dear Slop, was the Saéné now 
clasped in the old lawyer’s enraptured embrace ?—even him 
who there lay hound at the feet of Wechae/, the fallen foe of 
that archeangel. Some call him © Lucéfer, son of the 
morning,’? some, feria, expect to “ make the worse appear 
the better reason 3’? others glorify himas, “ the Prince of 
the powers of the ati 3? while the learned in the law, with 
filial reverence, style him, father of fictéons; whereas the 
vulgar, regardicss of his dignity and the homage paid him 
by the great, in theie coarse way of speaking, call him plain 
Satan, ov Serpent, or Dragon, or Devil. 

Until L had read this work of tae learned Mr. Wynne, ! 
eontess Ff was ignorant of the close connection and depen. 
dance there explained, between thelawyers and their tutta. 
ry Saint. Ivor did I till then comprehend why the lawyer’s 
volunteer corps, commanded some time since by Mr. (now 
i 2 JErskine, as { have already noticed, was called | 

ie devil's own,”? 


~— 





The knowledge thus obtained throws light on certain 
dark passages in our black letter books; where it is now 
clearly to be deduced why, in those books, the Attorney- 
General is occasionally designated as ‘* Diabolus Regis.” 

Bracton, B. Lil. c. 9. tells us that the king himself is 
seryant of the master whose work he doeth, whether that 
master be God or Devil, which maxim cannot be less appli- 
cable to an Attorney-General ; as, by the ordinary use of 
language we perpetually put a principal for an agent, or, 
vice versa, an azeut fora principal, it is obvious, as we find 
in our books the phrase of ** Diabolus Regis,” the king’s 
Devil, for, ** qué facit per alium, facit per se,” is a legat 
maxim; wherefore if the Devil’s work be done, he who 
cous it is of course called a Devil. 

All this, my dear Siop, for your private information, to 
be carefully kept from the enemy ; and that you will exert 
all your genins to avert the dangers with which our system 
is threatened. Most faithfully yours, 

ANNIBAL NOY. 


Sergeants’ Ino, 20th December, ISL. 


a _- a ee ee re eee ee ee 





fo the particular friends of Mr. Cobbett. 


_-—- 


T. J. W. cannot resist the temptation of assisting the 
benevolent intentions of Mr. Cobbett, by publishing the 
following choice specimen of truth, candour, generosty, 
good manners, and courage, 


. 


Tf, ° ’ 


he following is copied from the Federal Republican and Baltimore 
Lelegraph,of Nov, 29, YSlT.—published at Baltimore. 


LZ 


“The private character of Wooler, one of the most 
popular Patriots at this time in England, who for'his exer. 
tious in the cause of the dear people, is now in Newgate, 
hy the sentence of the law, and to whom the populace raise 
daily Hosannas, is thus drawn by Mr. Cobbett, who Ancw 
him intimately. Iwatate Register he speaks of him in the 
following plain and dicectmanuer.’—( New York Hvening 
Post.) 

“st have ouly te state that I have it in my power com- 
pletely to prove from evidence lately received, that his 
unmennerly, his feroctous, his cowardly attack upon me, 
when he Knew, that there was nobody to face him but women 
aud children, arose from his having been turned offas prin. 
terol! the Pecister ia London, on account of his dilatori- 
ness, his inaccuracies, and his gloventiness, arising from his 
drunicnmess and dissolute life. Atthe tine here alluded to 
the copducting of the Register was not in my own hands ; 
bilid not know who was the printer at the time, but aftec 
having written several letters complaining in strong terins 
of the disgrace which my name sutiered fromthe manner in 
which the printing was executed, f wrote peremptorily that 
unless the Printer was turned off, # would take the Regis- 
ter out of the hands of its conductor.” 
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Nore.—I[n pity to Mr, C’s numerous admirers, in respect for his pase 


services, in compassion forthe weakness of acause that seeks suppoe 


from sach contemptible falsehoods, the Editer spares any commenton 
this tissue of culoines 
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Ta the Editor of the Black Dwarf. 


_—_-—- ---—— 


wer coe 
Sir, 

T have read the observations upon the subject of ptrodies, with which 
the Editor of the Courter has though) proper, of ioc, to treat his rea- 
ders, and should perhaps be inclined to vive hima e credit which he 
thinks he ceserves for them; if f were pot couviaecd thet thes wanted 
one wiJdispensible quality, Lmean stocerty. Hensserts that the prose- 


cation of Mr. Hone was undertaken upon principles the most pure, 
view of pupishing 


j 


unbiissed by any political feeling, and selely wish the 
ao offender against virtue, religion, and every tive most dear to man- 
kiad. The public opinion fs, TP bctiere. tea well established on this 
point to be influenced by any assertion of the Editor of ihe Courier, 
And the language in which be goes onto revile the publisher of the 
parodies is too disgurtitg to make a couvert of any frend to decency, 
and suchas Lhavte blushed to read, and should be ashamed to copy. 
Bat leaving this to be jodged of by the public, CDwish, through the 
mediom of your paper, to recoid one instance of inconsistency on the 
part of the Editor of the Conrier, whieh has just now occurred lo me, 
and wtrich will makeall the esecrations and revilings which be has 
Pavisied upon Mr. Hone retura with two-fold truth and effect upon 
himself In the Courier of the Ld. of November, 1806, is the follow- 
inz parody, which T have myslf copied from the files of that jourual, 
and for the aceuracy of which L pledge wyself, 


THE FIRST EPISTLE OF PAUL ‘TO THE ELECT AMONG 
THE WESTMINSTERONIANS. 


CHAP, 1, 


1. Addresseth the Flict. 4. Remembereth them aithout ceasing. 1. The 
Candidates. 8, Samuel . DL. Richard » 18. Pawl. 
d6- He taketh a voyage. 18. Buyeth Porter to bribe the People, 
19, His Promiscn 20. Mis fears fur some of the Elect. 22. kurtker 
Promises. 26. sind fears. 








1. Panl, aol Francis, and William, called by the Father of Fibs to 
be the Apostics of Anarchy, under our dearly beloved brethren and 
triends among ‘the electors who are Qbout to chuse unto themselves Re- 
presentatives in Parliament for the City of Westminster, 

2. We salute yoo with a diabolical kiss from out father the Devil, 
wishing all enmity, hatred, and malice towards every good thing may 
prevail amongst you tor evermore, 

3. And we give thanks to our father the Devil for you, always 


making mentiuu of the worst amongst you iv our prayers : 

4. Remembering, withoyt ceasing, your words of tniqnity, of hatred 
to all good government, and Jabour of abomination to introduce anarcliy 
@nd confysion into our mitive band. 

5. Paul, also the elder, who cameth from P———h, and who findeth 
cabbage oven io Seetleud, and whose shears cut close as the east 
wind, vreetetlh you wilh welcome, and saith; 

6. Yeelect of Westminster, aud all ye people of that great City, give 
ear; trearken unto the words of my son, take heed unto his eayiugs 
which he uttereth aloud in the market-place ;-— 

7- ** Behold, there are vow three candidates who present themselves 
for your chowe-- 

8. ** Samuel, who is 4he first, and isa man of war; ve should refuse 
him your support because be hath always supported bis country 5 

8. * Because he hath spilt his bleod, and risked lis life in your de- 
fence; because te is a man of tutegrity and spond understanding, and 
loveth his king aud couutry ; 

10. ** Therefore, ye men of Westminster, chuse not him, 

11. ‘* Neither choose ye the second, whieh is Richard, because he isa 
men of wisdom, and a man who bath always Cevoted hiaself to your 
services; aman who, io the hour of need, hath proved himself uushaken 
in resolution, and transrendant mi knowledge : 

ba ‘VS ase tongue Sspeaket) cie words of wi-dam, and whose heari 
is Hlled with uprighiness; who will ever maintain your privileges, evep 
(uotgls it were possible for you to refuse him your sutirages, 


a 


13. ** Chuse not, therefore cither of these wep, but chuse me, Paul. 


13. §§ Who was a rapseallion from che beginning ; who in the days of 
my youth, could not be trusted even to be a taylor. 


13. ** Was sent by my father on a vovage to the east, the expence of 
which was paid by the wages of corruption; 


16, ** And there should have starved even upon a duaghill, but for 
the generosity of the King’s Governor, who took compassion upon me, 


7. “Ant to whom T became a vile flatterer and sycephant, there 
applauding every measure he had adopted, although, ta serve my own 
purpose, Lhave since condemned them, 


18. ** For lo! by these means LT have obtained a litthe money to buy 
porter, to bribe you wiih, yea, even ten thousand pots, 


12. **Come unto me, therefore, all ye tha’ are thirsty, and T wil! 
give you becr, and all ye who are ragged, I will mend your breeches, 


20, ** Though verily [ fear now that among the elect there are many 
of ye who have po breeches at all. 


21, “ Andif ye will prevail on the majority to chuse me to represent 
you, we will strive together; 

22. ** Aud there shall be ns King,no Parliament, no Rights, no Pri. 
vileges, no Navy, no Army, no Money, yea, Dot any thing but us, Paul, 
aod Francis, aud William: 

23, * And our father the Devil, and ye who are the elect chosen from 


~* 


the beginning, to be his imps. 


24. ‘* But dread, lest, although ye (who are the elect) should gladiv 
receive this our Epistle, that ye will not beable to influence the Majo- 
rity tO support my cause, 


25. ** For well I know, that of old the men of Westminster in ge 
neral, are guided by reason and honour; 


26. ** And I fear, therefore, that they will chuse Samuel and Richard, 
who are not, like us, reformers : 


27. © But who will support their King, and maintain the rig'ts of 
the people, for evermore,” 


Now, Sir, Lappealto yourselfand the public, whether either as a 
libellous or a blasphemous publication, the above parody does not far 
exceed any thing published by M. Hone, or quoted by him in hie de- 
fence. The licentious paraphrase upon the words of our blessed Saviour 
himself, the gross perversion of the Epistle of the holy Apostle, and the 
sacrilegious attack upon the conduct and character of Mr. Paull, form 
inmy opinion a more heinous dereliction from decency, morality, and 
religion, than any thing that it ever occarred to my to read. But, how- 
ever, this may be, snch publications were uuered by the Editor of the 
Courier iv PS06, and were considered proper methods of supporting his 
priuciples acd his party, Andsuch publicationsare in tS17, his abhor- 
renee, and the objects of his peculiar violence and condemnation, Let 
him reconcile these meconsistencies if be dan, if not, let him confess him- 
self guilty in the one instance, o¢ in the other. Lhave done my dats 
in thus far exposing him to the world, and can only wish that ever; 
man to whose recollection such ag instance occurs, would do the same, 


Without any apolegy for intrading upon your attention, and cequest- 


ing your insertion of this letter, beyond that which f4¢ cause supy lies, 


Iam, Sir, in haste, 
Your most obedient servant, 


JousIvensle. 


Oxford, Jan. 4, 1818, 
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